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Typological aspects of the Tibeto-Burman languages of the Indo-Myanmar borderland


The languages of Manipur, Nagaland, and the far eastern reaches of Assam and Arunachal have been very little studied until very recently. For the several dozen languages of this area we have less than a handful of detailed descriptions (Chelliah 1997, Coupe 2007) and a few sketch grammars and unpublished dissertations at local universities (e.g. Kongkham 2010). This presentation will report ongoing research on three very poorly-understood groups of Tibeto-Burman languages of the Indo-Myanmar border, and summarize some results for both Tibeto-Burman and broader typology which have or promise to emerge from this research.

The lead presenter will be Scott DeLancey, University of Oregon; the rest of the panel will be three current or recent Ph.D. students who are conducting field research in the region. Dr. Linda Konnerth on the Northwest Kuki-Chin languages of Manipur, particularly Monsang; Krishna Boro on the Tangsa-Nocte languages of upper Assam, particularly Hakhun Tangsa; and Amos Teo on Angami-Pochuri languages of Nagaland, particularly Sumi.


